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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Frankfurt begins by distinguishing lying from bullshitting. How does he define the difference? Do you agree with his definition?
2. Why does Frankfurt claim that bullshit poses a greater threat to truth than lies? Do you find this convincing? Why or why not?
3. In what ways does bullshit appear in everyday life? Can you think of examples from politics, media, or personal interactions?
4. Frankfurt argues that the bullshitter is indifferent to truth. What does this suggest about sincerity, honesty, and responsibility in communication?
5. Do you think social media has made bullshit more common or more dangerous? Why?
6. Frankfurt suggests that a society full of bullshit makes it harder for individuals to distinguish truth from falsehood. How does this apply to our current cultural and political environment?
7. What is the relationship between bullshit and persuasion? Can bullshit ever be considered useful or even necessary?
8. Frankfurt contrasts bullshit with humbug. What distinction does he make? Do you think this distinction still holds today?
9. How might education, critical thinking, or philosophy help people recognize and resist bullshit?
10. Frankfurt says that one motivation for producing bullshit is the pressure to have an opinion about everything. Do you see this in academic, professional, or social life? How should we respond to this pressure?
11. Consider the ethical dimension: Is producing bullshit always wrong, or are there cases when it might be harmless, or even beneficial?
12. Reflect personally: When have you encountered bullshit in your own life? How did you react?
13. What do you think Frankfurt’s essay contributes to broader conversations about truth, fake news, misinformation, and AI today?
14. If you were to connect On Bullshit to another book or thinker you’ve read, who would it be and why?
15. Imagine designing a short course around Frankfurt’s text. What other readings, films, or activities would you include to deepen students’ understanding of the topic?

